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Our  Lady  Of  Fatima 


Joyfully  Dedicated 


to 

OUR  LADY 

Mother  of  God  and 
Mother  of  Us 


PREFACE 


Thirty  years  ago  Our  Lady  appeared  to 
three  peasant  children  as  they  told  their  beads 
on  the  hills  of  Fatima,  Portugal.  She  asked 
them  to  pray,  to  sacrifice,  to  suffer.  She  begged 
especially  for  the  daily  recitation  of  the  Rosary. 
Perhaps  the  greatest  miracle  she  performed 
there  was  the  spread  of  the  devotion  to  the 
Rosary,  the  personal  Lady-prayer,  offered 
through  her  Immaculate  Heart  to  save  the 
world  from  chaos. 

From  this  obscure  village  near  Lisbon, 
through  three  humble  children,  devotion  to  Our 
Lady  of  Fatima  has  so  spread  through  the  world 
that  ten  million  pilgrims  have  visited  the  spot 
of  her  appearance  since  that  day. 

lacinta,  Francisco,  her  brother,  and  Lucia, 
were  only  seven,  nine  and  ten  years  old 
respectively,  when  Mary  first  visited  them, 
May  13,  1917.  An  angel  had  appeared  to  the 
children  several  times  during  the  preceding 
year,  teaching  the  little  ones  how  to  pray 
and  preparing  them  for  the  subsequent  ap- 
pearance of  Our  Lady. 

Now  Mary  asked  them  not  only  to  say  the 
Rosary  every  day,  but  also  to  return  to  the 
same  place  in  the  hills  on  the  thirteenth  of 
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each  month,  where  she  would  await  them. 
Parents  in  Portugal  are  slow  to  listen  to  chil- 
dren's "nonsense"  about  meeting  a "beautiful 
Lady"  and  the  three  suffered  grievously  for 
their  persistence  in  the  meetings.  However, 
they  persevered  in  keeping  gracious  rendezvous 
with  her,  and  on  October  13  Our  Lady  made 
her  final  appearance  before  an  estimated 
crowd  of  70,000.  All  saw  the  miracle,  terrible 
in  its  intent,  of  the  dashing,  dancing  sun,  and 
all  departed  either  in  intense  fear  or  renewed 
love  of  God. 

Soon  after,  Francisco  and  Jacinta  died,  as 
Our  Lady  had  prophesied.  In  1935,  fifteen 
years  after  Jacinta's  death,  the  Bishop  of  Leiria 
had  her  body  placed  in  a marble  vault  with 
that  of  her  brother  at  Fatima.  At  that  time 
his  Lordship  made  a rapid  examination  of  her 
body  and  found  it  intact.  The  preparatory 
work  to  the  introduction  of  her  cause  of  canon- 
ization has  begun. 

Lucia  entered  the  convent  of  the  Dorothean 
Sisters  in  1925,  where  she  was  known  as  Sister 
Mary  Lucia  of  the  Dolors.  In  1948,  however, 
she  transferred  to  a contemplative  order  and  is 
now  in  the  Carmelite  convent  in  Coimbra, 
Portugal. 
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It  is  with  the  purpose  of  helping  the  millions 
of  those  who  are  devoted  to  Our  Lady  of 
Fatima  that  this  pamphlet  is  written.  It  con- 
tains a short  meditation  on  each  decade  of 
the  Rosary  and  the  prayer  Our  Lady  taught 
Jacinta  to  say  after  each  decade,  as  well  as 
a list  of  indulgences  for  saying  the  Rosary. 
A brief  account  of  that  particular  devotion 
to  the  Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary  called  "The 
Five  First  Saturdays"  is  added. 

There  is  no  attempt  here  to  tell  the  whole 
story  of  the  three  children.  These  pages  are 
meant  rather  as  a help  to  those  who,  in  simple 
belief  in  Our  Lady's  promise,  pray  the  Rosary 
each  day  to  make  this  promise  come  true. 

Our  Lady  warned  us  through  these  children 
that  only  by  prayer  would  the  world  be  saved 
from  terrible  disaster;  and  only  through  the 
consecration  of  the  world,  and  especially  of 
Russia,  to  her  Immaculate  Heart  would  another 
World  War  be  averted. 

If  220,000,000  Catholics  now  living  will  say 
the  Rosary  every  day  as  Mary  taught  the  three 
children  to  say  it,  may  we  not  hope  that  she 
will  fulfill  her  most  holy  promise  of  world  peace? 

S.  M.  L. 
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Meditations 


on  the 

FIFTEEN  DECADES 
of 


THE  ROSARY 


The  Annunciation 


Begin  the  Rosary  with  the  Apostles'  Creed, 
the  Our  Father  and  three  Hail  Marys. 

THE  JOYFUL  MYSTERIES 
I — The  Annunciation 

Was  it  the  night  wind  that  brushed 
her  cheek  in  the  singing  silence  as  "the 
angel  of  the  Lord  declared  unto  Mary”? 
The  girl,  startled  at  the  slight  move- 
ment, looked  up  and  through  Gabriel 
into  the  will  of  God.  Then  the  Son  of 
God  enfolded  Himself  in  her  heart,  and 
"the  Word  was  made  Flesh.” 

Out  Father , ten  Hail  Marys,  Glory  be 
to  the  Father. 

Prayer  Our  Lady  taught  Jacinta 
to  say  after  each  decade. 

O Jesus,  forgive  us  our  sins;  save  us 
from  the  pains  of  hell;  draw  all  souls 
to  heaven,  especially  those  in  greatest  need. 


11 


siiJf 


The  Visitation 


II  — The  Visitation 


Through  the  shining  ecstasy  of 
spring,  Mary,  impelled  to  share  the 
Treasure  beneath  her  heart,  "hastened 
into  the  hill  country/'  There  her  cousin 
Elizabeth  waited,  age  anticipating 
youth,  to  proclaim  Mary  "blessed 
among  women,”  and  as  John  leapt  into 
the  saving  state  of  grace,  the  Magni- 
ficat was  born. 

Our  Father , ten  Hail  Marys , Glory  be 
to  the  Father. 

Prayer  Our  Lady  taught  Jacinta 
to  say  after  each  decade. 

O Jesus,  forgive  us  our  sins;  save  us 
from  the  pains  of  hell;  draw  all  souls 
to  heaven,  especially  those  in  greatest  need. 
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The  Nativity 


Ill  — The  Nativity 

A night  of  dancing  stars  and  angels 
caroling,  of  shepherds  stunned  into 
ecstasy,  of  one  lone  light  in  a cattle 
cave,  and  the  Babe  sprang  from  His 
mother  s heart  into  the  nipping  cold  of 
a world  that  still  rejects  Him. 

Our  Father , ten  Hail  Marys , Glory  be 
to  the  Father. 

Prayer  Our  Lady  taught  Jacinta 
to  say  after  each  decade. 

O Jesus,  forgive  us  our  sins;  save  us 
from  the  pains  of  hell;  draw  all  souls 
to  heaven,  especially  those  in  greatest  need. 
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The  Presentation 


IV  — The  Presentation 


They  ascended  the  steps  into  the 
Temple.  The  seven-branched  candle 
swayed  slightly,  while  the  soft  cooing 
of  silver  doves  hid  the  tumult  of  the 
girl's  heart. 

Mary  offered  flesh  of  her  lily  flesh  to 
God.  Through  Simeon  and  Anna  the 
rumor  of  Him  went  abroad,  quivering 
through  the  Holy  City. 

Our  Father , ten  Hail  Marys,  Glory  be 
to  the  Father. 

Prayer  Our  Lady  taught  Jacinta 
to  say  after  each  decade. 

O Jesus,  forgive  us  our  sins;  save  us 
from  the  pains  of  hell;  draw  all  souls 
to  heaven,  especially  those  in  greatest  need. 
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Finding  The  Child  In  The  Temple 


V — Finding  The  Child 
In  The  Temple 

Dusk  of  the  third  day,  dusk  petalled 
with  dew,  fell  upon  Jerusalem  as  Mary 
and  Joseph  came  upon  the  young 
Christ  poignantly  preaching  His 
Father's  will.  Her  heart  leapt  to  Him 
and  flung  itself  in  silent  adoration  at 
His  feet. 

Our  Father , ten  Hail  Marys , Glory  he 
to  the  Father. 

Prayer  Our  ‘Lady  taught  Jacinta 
to  say  after  each  decade. 

O Jesus,  forgive  us  our  sins;  save  us 
from  the  pains  of  hell;  draw  all  souls 
to  heaven,  especially  those  in  greatest  need. 
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The  Agony  In  The  Garden 


% 

Begin  the  Rosary  with  the  Apostles'  Creed, 
the  Our  Father  and  three  Hail  Marys. 


THE  SORROWFUL  MYSTERIES 
I — The  Agony  In  The  Garden 

The  stupid  moon  sees  only  a young 
Man,  His  eyes  dripping  blood  as  He 
leans  against  a rock.  Three  who  could 
help  are  sleeping  close  by.  But  the 
angels,  noting  the  terrible  struggle  of 
humanity  to  accept  the  Divine  Will, 
rush  in  to  comfort  Him. 

Our  Father , ten  Hail  Marys,  Glory  be 
to  the  Father. 

Prayer  Our  Lady  taught  Jacinta 
to  say  after  each  decade. 

O Jesus,  forgive  us  our  sins;  save  us 
from  the  pains  of  hell;  draw  all  souls 
to  heaven,  especially  those  in  greatest  need. 
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The  Scourging 


II  — The  Scourging  Of 
Jesus  Christ 

Was  it  for  this  He  gave  up  the  car- 
penter's job  and  went  forth  to  make 
His  dream  come  true?  Brutal,  bloody 
blows  pierce  the  strong  flesh  and 
break  the  brawny  sinews  as  He  accepts 
man's  fulfillment  of  a God's  dream. 

Our  Father , ten  Hail  Marys , Glory  be 
to  the  Father. 

Prayer  Our  Lady  taught  Jacinta 
to  say  after  each  decade. 

O Jesus,  forgive  us  our  sins;  save  us 
from  the  pains  of  hell;  draw  all  souls 
to  heaven,  especially  those  in  greatest  need. 
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The  Crowning  With  Thorns 


Ill  — The  Crowning  With  Thorns 

The  crown  is  cruelly  close.  It  clings 
intimately  to  the  candid  brow,  crush- 
ing intolerably  through  the  disordered 
hair.  Its  jewels  are  clotted  blood, 
mined  from  the  agony  of  rejected  love. 

Our  Father , ten  Hail  Marys , Glory  be 
to  the  Father. 

Prayer  Our  Lady  taught  Jacinta 
to  say  after  each  decade. 

O Jesus,  forgive  us  our  sins;  save  us 
from  the  pains  of  hell;  draw  all  souls 
to  heaven,  especially  those  in  greatest  need. 
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The  Carrying  Of  The  Cross 


IV  — The  Carrying  Of  The  Cross 


Eternity  stumbles;  God  falls,  red  lips 
kissing  the  mud.  He  does  not  thrust 
the  cross  away,  but  clings  to  it  even 
in  the  fall.  His  wistful  eyes  blood-filled, 
He  takes  the  cross  blindly,  and  through 
the  silver-green  light  of  a spring- 
scented  morning,  Christ  staggers  eter- 
nally forward. 

Our  Father , ten  Hail  Marys , Glory  be 
to  the  Father. 

Prayer  Our  Lady  taught  lacinta 
to  say  after  each  decade. 

O Jesus,  forgive  us  our  sins;  save  us 
from  the  pains  of  hell;  draw  all  souls 
to  heaven,  especially  those  in  greatest  need. 
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The  Crucifixion 


V — The  Crucifixion 


Torn  and  stricken  is  the  lithe  body, 
pierced  by  crooked  wounds,  muddied 
with  bronze  dust;  yet  the  little  trees 
throw  great  shadows  over  Him,  spring 
breathes  a kiss  against  the  bleeding 
knees,  and  one  lone  frightened  bird, 
shamed  by  man's  cruelty,  flutters  near 
the  Heart,  the  loneliest  Heart  in  all  the 
world. 

Our  Father , ten  Hail  Marys , Glory  be 
to  the  Father. 

Prayer  Our  Lady  taught  lacinta 
to  say  after  each  decade. 

O lesus,  forgive  us  our  sins;  save  us 
from  the  pains  of  hell;  draw  all  souls 
to  heaven,  especially  those  in  greatest  need. 
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The  Resurrection 


Begin  the  Rosary  with  the  Apostles'  Creed/ 
the  Our  Father  and  three  Hail  Marys. 

THE  GLORIOUS  MYSTERIES 
I — The  Resurrection 

Before  the  sun  danced  on  the  Lake 
of  Galilee,  before  day  opened  the 
folded  fingers  of  dawn  — suddenly  He 
was  there  in  the  garden,  He  Who  had 
been  wounded  five  times  unto  death 
was  alive  and  strong.  His  eyes  two 
secret  joys,  His  hair  blown  gold,  His 
beauty  shaming  the  beauty  of  the  lilies. 

And  near  the  tomb  was  a riven  stone, 
the  quick  whisper  of  winds,  and  the 
sound  of  a low-throated  "Rabboni!"  as 
peace  entered  the  empty  heart  of  the 
world. 

Out  Father , ten  Hail  Marys , Glory  be 
to  the  Father. 

Prayer  Our  Lady  taught  Jacinta 
to  say  after  each  decade. 

O Jesus,  forgive  us  our  sins;  save  us 
from  the  pains  of  hell;  draw  all  souls 
to  heaven,  especially  those  in  greatest  need. 
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The  Ascension 


II  — The  Ascension 


He  went  up  from  Olivet,  the  mount 
of  sorrow,  now  become  a green-gold 
hill  of  joy.  He  blessed  the  sad  earth, 
His  hands  trailing  dream  dust,  and  the 
apostles,  flung  to  their  knees,  looked 
up  from  the  tawny  dust  of  an  eastern 
hill  to  the  bright  glory  of  the  place  He 
has  prepared  for  those  who  love  Him. 

Out  Father , ten  Hail  Marys,  Glory  be 
to  the  Father. 

Prayer  Our  Lady  taught  lacinta 
to  say  after  each  decade. 

O Jesus,  forgive  us  our  sins;  save  us 
from  the  pains  of  hell;  draw  all  souls 
to  heaven,  especially  those  in  greatest  need. 
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The  Descent  Of  The  Holy  Ghost 


Ill  — The  Descent  Of  The 
Holy  Ghost 

It  was  the  tenth  day  after  the  Ascen- 
sion. A quick  movement  stirred  the 
quiet  of  the  Cenacle  as  the  Comforter 
came  with  the  sound  of  a mighty  wind. 

Glory  flamed  in  the  air;  tongues  of 
fire  brightened  the  darkness.  There 
was  a promise  of  peace  and  strength. 
The  twelve  went  forth  to  preach  the 
Gospel,  forth  to  suffering  unafraid, 
their  feet  shod  with  the  white  Fire  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

Our  Father , ten  Hail  Marys , Glory  be 
to  the  Father. 

Prayer  Our  Lady  taught  Jacinta 
to  say  after  each  decade. 

O Jesus,  forgive  us  our  sins;  save  us 
from  the  pains  of  hell;  draw  all  souls 
to  heaven,  especially  those  in  greatest  need. 
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The  Assumption 


IV  — The  Assumption 


A paradox  of  death  that  was  not  dis- 
solution, but  the  love  tryst  of  the  Virgin 
and  her  Son,  such  was  Mary's  Assump- 
tion. One  last  little  breath,  one  flutter 
of  her  heart  in  joy,  and  she  flung  her- 
self, through  His  almighty  power,  from 
the  emptiness  of  earth  past  the  outer- 
most lane  of  stars  straight  into  the  eter- 
nal embrace  of  God. 

Our  Father,  ten  Hail  Marys,  Glory  be 
to  the  Father. 

Prayer  Our  Lady  taught  Jacinta 
to  say  after  each  decade. 

O Jesus,  forgive  us  our  sins;  save  us 
from  the  pains  of  hell;  draw  all  souls 
to  heaven,  especially  those  in  greatest  need. 
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The  Coronation 


V — The  Coronation 


Queen  of  all  queens  — thus  was 
Mary  crowned.  The  wings  of  angels 
trailed  and  flamed  in  the  air;  music 
trembled  over  the  stars  and  beyond  the 
sunset;  seraphim  folded  the  white 
petals  of  their  souls  in  homage  of  her 
beauty.  God  crowned  her  Queen  of 
Heaven  and  her  brow  was  bound  with 
stars. 

Our  Father , ten  Hail  Marys , Glory  be 
to  the  Father. 

Prayer  Our  Lady  taught  Jacinta 
to  say  after  each  decade. 

O Jesus,  forgive  us  our  sins;  save  us 
from  the  pains  of  hell;  draw  all  souls 
to  heaven,  especially  those  in  greatest  need. 

Hail , Holy  Queen  . . . 
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PRAYER  AFTER  THE  ROSARY 


O God,  Whose  only-begotten  Son, 
by  His  life,  death  and  resurrection,  has 
purchased  for  us  the  reward  of  eternal 
life;  grant,  we  beseech  Thee,  that  medi- 
tating upon  these  mysteries  of  the  most 
holy  Rosary  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary, 
we  may  imitate  what  they  contain  and 
obtain  what  they  promise  through  the 
same  Christ  our  Lord,  Amen. 

May  the  divine  assistance  remain 
always  with  us.  Amen. 

May  the  souls  of  the  faithful  departed 
through  the  mercy  of  God,  rest  in 
peace.  Amen. 


"I  come  to  ask  the  consecration  of 
the  world  to  my  Immaculate  Heart." 

“When  my  Immaculate  Heart  tri- 
umphs, the  world  will  have  peace." 

Words  of  Our  Lady  of  Fatima 
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INDULGENCES 


For  the  Recitation  of  the  Rosary 

a.  The  faithful,  whenever  they  re- 
cite a third  part  of  the  Rosary  with 
devotion,  may  gain  an  indulgence  of 
five  years. 

b.  If  they  recite  a third  part  of  the 
Rosary  in  company  with  others,  wheth- 
er in  public  or  in  private,  they  may 
gain: 

1.  An  indulgence  of  10  years,  once 
a day. 

2.  A plenary  indulgence  on  the  last 
Sunday  of  each  month,  with  the 
addition  of  Confession,  Communion 
and  a visit  to  a church  or  public  ora- 
tory, if  they  perform  such  a recita- 
tion at  least  three  times  in  any  of  the 
preceding  weeks. 
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c.  Those  who  piously  recite  a third 
part  of  the  Rosary  in  the  presence 
of  the  Blessed  Sacrament  publicly 
exposed  or  even  reserved  in  the 
Tabernacle,  may  gain  a plenary  in- 
dulgence on  condition  of  Confession 
and  Communion. 

Note:  The  decades  may  be  sepa- 

rated if  the  entire  chaplet  is  completed 
on  the  same  day. 

If,  during  the  recitation  of  the  Rosary, 
the  faithful  are  accustomed  to  make 
use  of  a chaplet  blessed  by  a religious 
of  the  Order  of  Preachers  or  some  other 
priest  having  special  faculties,  they 
may  gain  other  indulgences  in  addi- 
tion to  those  enumerated  above. 

— The  Raccolta 
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THE  FIVE  FIRST  SATURDAYS 

At  each  apparition  Our  Lady  spoke 
of  reparation.  At  the  third  apparition, 
July  13,  1917,  she  made  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  devotion  to  her  Immacu- 
late Heart  through  the  First  Saturdays. 
On  that  occasion  she  said  the  following 
words  to  Lucia: 

"Behold  my  heart  surrounded  with 
the  thorns  which  ungrateful  men  place 
therein  at  every  moment,  by  their  blas- 
phemies and  ingratitude.  You  at  least 
try  to  console  me  and  tell  them  that  I 
promise  to  help  at  the  hour  of  death 
with  the  graces  needed  for  salvation, 
whoever  on  the  first  Saturday  of  five 
consecutive  months,  shall  confess  and 
receive  Holy  Communion,  recite  five 
decades  of  the  Rosary,  and  keep  me 
company  for  fifteen  minutes  while 
meditating  on  the  fifteen  mysteries  of 
the  Rosary,  with  the  intention  of  mak- 
ing reparation  to  me." 

This  is  known  as  the  Great  Promise 
of  Our  Lady  of  Fatima  to  those  who 
sincerely  make  the  First  Saturdays. 
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PRAYERS  TAUGHT  TO  THE  CHILDREN 
BY  OUR  LADY  OF  FATIMA 
AND  BY  THE  ANGEL 

During  the  first  apparition  Our  Lady 
inspired  the  children  to  repeat  this 
prayer. 

O Most  Holy  Trinity,  I adore  Thee, 
my  God!  My  God,  I love  Thee  in  the 
Most  Blessed  Sacrament! 

* * * 

In  offering  their  sacrifices  to  God  Our 
Lady  taught  them  to  say: 

O my  Jesus,  it  is  for  Thy  love,  for  the 
conversion  of  sinners,  and  in  repar- 
ation for  the  sins  committed  against 
the  Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary. 

* * * 

The  angel  taught  the  little  ones  to  say 
the  following  prayer  three  times: 
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My  God,  I believe,  I adore,  I hope, 
I love  You!  I ask  pardon  for  those 
who  do  not  believe,  nor  adore,  nor 
hope,  nor  love  You. 

* * * 

The  angel  taught  them  to  repeat  this 

prayer  kneeling , with  bowed  heads: 

Most  Holy  Trinity,  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Ghost,  I adore  you  profoundly!  I 
offer  You  the  most  precious  Body  and 
Blood  of  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  pres- 
ent in  all  the  tabernacles  of  the 
world,  in  reparation  for  all  the  out- 
rages committed  against  It;  and  by 
the  infinite  merits  of  His  Sacred 
Heart,  through  the  intercession  of  the 
Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary,  I pray  for 
the  conversion  of  poor  sinners. 
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A HANDY  REFERENCE 


of  dates  for  checking 
THE  ROSARY  NOVENA 
and 

THE  HOLY  COMMUNION 
which  concludes  the  Novena 


The  numbers  indicate  the  day  of  the  month 
on  which  a novena  begins  and  ends,  as  well 
as  the  date  of  the  Holy  Communion  which  fol- 
lows the  nine-day  prayer.  Each  page  may  thus 
be  used  for  any  month. 

For  your  convenience,  check  date  of  begin- 
ning and  ending  novena. 

The  accompanying  chart  can  also  be  used  for 
checking  dates  of  the  novena  of  thanksgiving. 
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REFERENCE  TABLE  FOR  CHECKING  NOVENA 


BEGINS 

ENDS 

HOLY 

COMMUNION 

1 

9 

10 

2 

10 

11 

3 

11 

12 

4 

12 

13 

5 

13 

14 

6 

14 

15 

7 

15 

16 

8 

16 

17 

9 

17 

18 

10 

18 

19 

11 

19 

20 

12 

20 

21 

13 

21 

22 

14 

22 

23 

15 

23 

24 

16 

24 

25 

17 

25 

26 

18 

26 

27 

19 

27 

28 

20 

28 

29 

21 

29 

30 

22 

30 

31 

23 

31 

1 

24 

1 

2 

25 

2 

3 

26 

3 

4 

27 

4 

5 

28 

5 

6 

29 

6 

7 

30 

7 

8 

31 

8 

9 

Note:  This  table  accommodates  itself  to  a 31-day  month 
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